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➔ Directions: Look over these activities and choose one (or more) that seem interesting to you. 

Visible Thinking Routine
Project Zero: Compass Points PMI - Plus, Minus, Interesting

ôųœɼ:ƥƘǈĩǓǓɼÜƥŸƚǟǓɼǟųŸƚƌŸƚŬɼǋƥǧǟŸƚœɼŸǓɼŸƚǟœƚŌœŌɼǟƥɼųœƏǈɼǧǓɼœȄĩƘŸƚœɼǾĩǋŸƥǧǓɼ
ǈǋƥǈƥǓŸǟŸƥƚǓɘɼmǟɼųœƏǈǓɼǧǓɼǟųŸƚƌɼĩńƥǧǟɼĩƚɼŸŌœĩɼūǋƥƘɼĩɼƚǧƘńœǋɼƥūɼǈœǋǓǈœŅǟŸǾœǓɼ
ĩƚŌɼœǾœƚǟǧĩƏƏȅɼœǾĩƏǧĩǟœɼŸǟɘɼôųœɼǋƥǧǟŸƚœɼųĩǓɼfour components.

1. E = Excited 
● ēųĩǟɼœȄŅŸǟœǓɼȅƥǧɼĩńƥǧǟɼǟųŸǓɼŸŌœĩɼƥǋɼǈǋƥǈƥǓŸǟŸƥƚǓəɼēųĩǟɷǓɼǟųœɼǧǈǓŸŌœəɼ

2. W = Worrisome 
● ēųĩǟɼŌƥɼȅƥǧɼūŸƚŌɼǿƥǋǋŸǓƥƘœɼĩńƥǧǟɼǟųŸǓɼŸŌœĩɼƥǋɼǈǋƥǈƥǓŸǟŸƥƚəɼēųĩǟɷǓɼǟųœɼ

ŌƥǿƚǓŸŌœəɼ

3. N = Need to Knowɼ
● ēųĩǟɼœƏǓœɼŌƥɼȅƥǧɼƚœœŌɼǟƥɼƌƚƥǿɼƥǋɼūŸƚŌɼƥǧǟɼĩńƥǧǟɼǟųŸǓɼŸŌœĩɼƥǋɼ

ǈǋƥǈƥǓŸǟŸƥƚəɼ
● ēųĩǟɼĩŌŌŸǟŸƥƚĩƏɼŸƚūƥǋƘĩǟŸƥƚɼǿƥǧƏŌɼųœƏǈɼȅƥǧɼǟƥɼœǾĩƏǧĩǟœɼǟųŸƚŬǓəɼ

4. S = Stance or Suggestion for Moving Forward 
● ēųĩǟɼŸǓɼȅƥǧǋɼŅǧǋǋœƚǟɼǓǟĩƚŅœɼƥǋɼƥǈŸƚŸƥƚɼƥƚɼǟųœɼŸŌœĩɼƥǋɼǈǋƥǈƥǓŸǟŸƥƚəɼ
● hƥǿɼƘŸŬųǟɼȅƥǧɼƘƥǾœɼūƥǋǿĩǋŌɼŸƚɼȅƥǧǋɼœǾĩƏǧĩǟŸƥƚɼƥūɼǟųŸǓɼŸŌœĩɼƥǋɼ

ǈǋƥǈƥǓŸǟŸƥƚə

Sample Propositions
● ôœĩŅųœǋǓɼĩǋœɼƚƥǟɼĩƏƏƥǿœŌɼǟƥɼĩǓǓŸŬƚɼųƥƘœǿƥǋƌ
● ęƥǧǋɼĩǋƘǓɼĩǋœɼǟǿŸŅœɼĩǓɼƏƥƚŬɼĩǓɼȅƥǧǋɼƏœŬǓɘ
● ôųœɼǿœĩǟųœǋɼŸǓɼǟųœɼǓĩƘœɼœǾœǋȅɼŌĩȅɘ
● mǟɼŸǓɼŸƏƏœŬĩƏɼǟƥɼǓœƏƏɼūǋǧŸǟɘ
● ôųœɼ`ƥǧƚǟĩŸƚɼƥūɼęƥǧǟųɼŸǓɼŌŸǓŅƥǾœǋœŌɼŸƚɼ:ĩƚĩŌĩɘ

:ǋœĩǟœɼĩɼÜ¬mɼŅųĩǋǟɼĩńƥǧǟɼPatience

Patience is the ability to calmly wait for a long time without becoming annoyed or 
upset.

ēųĩǟɷǓɼœĩǓȅɼĩńƥǧǟɼńœŸƚŬɼǈĩǟŸœƚǟəɼɼēųĩǟɷǓɼǟųœɼųĩǋŌœǓǟɼǈĩǋǟɼƥūɼńœŸƚŬɼǈĩǟŸœƚǟəɼɼ
ēųĩǟɼŌƥɼȅƥǧɼūŸƚŌɼŸƚǟœǋœǓǟŸƚŬɼĩńƥǧǟɼǈĩǟŸœƚŅœə

Questions about Patience
ēųĩǟɼŸǓɼǓƥƘœǟųŸƚŬɼȅƥǧɷǾœɼńœœƚɼǿĩŸǟŸƚŬɼǟƥɼŌƥəɼ¹ǋɼǟƥɼųĩǾœəɼɼ
ēųĩǟɼŌƥœǓɼŸǟɼūœœƏɼƏŸƌœɼǟƥɼńœɼǈĩǟŸœƚǟə

¹ǟųœǋɼǟƥǈŸŅǓɒ
ƚǟŸŅŸǈĩǟŸƥƚ

ÜœǋǓœǾœǋĩƚŅœ
ßœǓŸǓǟĩƚŅœ
mƚŌǧƏŬœƚŅœ
ɼ

PMI Chart
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➔ Directions: Look over these activities and choose one (or more) that seem interesting to you. 

See-Think-Wonder Questioning/Ranking
ÜƏœĩǓœɼǟĩƌœɼĩɼƏƥƥƌɼĩǟɼǟųŸǓɼǈųƥǟƥŬǋĩǈųɼńœƏƥǿɘɼ

A larger version appears on the next page.

● ēųĩǟɼŌƥɼȅƥǧɼǓœœə
● ēųĩǟɼŌƥɼȅƥǧɼǟųŸƚƌɼŸǓɼųĩǈǈœƚŸƚŬə
● ēųĩǟɼŌƥœǓɼŸǟɼƘĩƌœɼȅƥǧɼǿƥƚŌœǋ

ēƥƘœƚɼƥūɼÜǋƥǟœǓǟɒɼÜųƥǟƥŬǋĩǈųǓɼūǋƥƘɼǟųœɼßœŅƥǋŌǓɼƥūɼǟųœɼ®ĩǟŸƥƚĩƏɼēƥƘĩƚɜǓɼÜĩǋǟȅɓɼșȠȟȝɬșȡțȠ
ųǟǟǈǓɒɞɞǿǿǿɘƏƥŅɘŬƥǾɞǋœǓƥǧǋŅœɞƘƚǿǈɘșȞȘȘȚȚ

ɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼɼ

ēųŸŅųɼǓœĩǓƥƚɼŸǓɼǟųœɼńœǓǟə

ɬɼēŸƚǟœǋ

ɬçǈǋŸƚŬ

ɬçǧƘƘœǋ

ɬ`ĩƏƏ

¢ŸǓǟɼǟųœɼǟƥǈɼȜɼǋœĩǓƥƚǓɼǿųȅɼȅƥǧɷǾœɼŅųƥǓœƚɼǟųĩǟɼǓœĩǓƥƚɘɼßĩƚƌɼǟųœƘɼŸƚɼǟųœɼƥǋŌœǋɼ
ƥūɼŸƘǈƥǋǟĩƚŅœɘɼɦ¬ƥǓǟɼŸƘǈƥǋǟĩƚǟɼǟƥɼƏœĩǓǟɼŸƘǈƥǋǟĩƚǟɧɘ

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mnwp.160022




Compass Points
Compass Points is a Visible Thinking Routine for examining propositions. This routine helps students flesh out an idea or 
proposition and eventually evaluate it.

Plus-Minus-Interesting
Learners use the PMI structure to keep an open-minded attitude and consider an issue from multiple perspectives. Younger 
learners may consider what would make a certain idea interesting (i.e. What if books were round?), older learners may use the 
“I” to consider implications.

See-Think -Wonder
See-Think-Wonder


