Arlington Public Schools 2018-1 Waste/Recycling Site Assessment
Results

Background

Arlington Public Schools (APS) has supported the Sustainability Liaison Psiogea2016
Sustainability Liaisons are selected annually through a

competitive process. They receive a modest stipend in

exchange for their yedong effort to build a culture of

sustainability through schoddased curriculum, operational,

transportation, and commuication projects. The program

began in thedll of 2016 and in 2019, APS supported 18
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The assessment itself raised the awareness of the participants and served as a learning tool on how to

reduce waste in our schools. As an initi@rdinatel effort, the waste assessmewas a tremendous
step.

Opportunities
Data from the school waste/recycling site assessments suggest


https://www.apsva.us/aps-goes-green/superintendents-advisory-committee-sustainability/sustainability-liaison-program/
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Composting
35%o0f the schools have a composting program.
0%of the schools collect compost and take it offsite.

35%o0f the schools use compost in their school gardens.

12%of the schools have composting bins in the kitchen.
18%of the schools have composting bins in their cafeterias.
0%of the schools have composting bins in the staff lounges.

24%had composting bins in other places.

Waste Audit Recycling Bins

44%reported that liquids were contaminating their classroom recycling bins.

31%reported that there were compostable food scraps in their classroom recycling bins.
86%reported that there was landfill trash in the classroom recycling bin.

69%reported that liquids were contaminating their cafeteria recycling bins.

54%reported that there were compostable food scraps in their cafeteria recycling bins.
62%reported that there was landfill trash in the cafeteria recycling bin.

21%reported that Iquids were contaminating their teachers’ lounge recycling bins.
14%reported that there were compostable food scraps in their teachers’ lounge recycling bins.

29%reported that there was landfill trash in the teachers’ lounge recycling bin.

WasteAudit Trash Bins

93%reported that there were recyclable paper products in the trash bins of classrooms.
67%reported that there were recyclable plastic bottles in the trashsloihclassrooms.
12%of the trash bin was estimated to contain compostable food scraps in classrooms.
87%reported that there were recyclable paper products in the trash bins of cafeterias.
80%reported that there were recyclable plastic bottles in the trash bins of cafeteria

34%of the trash bin was estimated to contain compostable food scraps in the cafeterias.
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