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World Languages Advisory Committee (WLAC) 

FINAL Recommendations to the APS School Board 

February 27, 2024 

The language programs in Arlington schools continue to be strong and to innovate to 
the benefit of our students: 

¶ Proficiency-based world language instruction is provided in Arabic, Mandarin 
Chinese, French, Latin, and Spanish in grades 7-12, with separate programs 
provided for learners of Spanish as a Foreign Language and those who are 
already fluent or near-fluent in spoken Spanish.  Upwards of 90% of students 
enrolled in these languages, who have gone on to enroll in Advanced Placement 
(AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses in earn the Virginia State Seal of 
Biliteracy. 

¶ Three years of language instruction are offered at the High School level in 
German and Japanese to highly motivated students.  

¶ Three years of study of one language meets eligibility for the Advanced Studies 
Diploma. 

¶ Four years of instruction is also provided to students wanting to learn to 
communicate in American Sign Language (ASL), a choice which has proven 
particularly attractive to many learners who have learning disabilities, such as 
dyslexia. (See in Appendix B that the percentage of Students With Disabilities 
were significantly higher in every ASL course last year than in any other 
language.) Unfortunately, however, only three schools of the seven with middle 
school programs currently offer the two years of ASL, and two of the other four 
schools have been unable to offer it at all. 

Recommendation #1: Step up recruitment and hiring of American Sign Language 
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Despite this absence of ASL instruction in four middle schools (See Appendices C1 and 
D) enrollment numbers for ASL have been trending consistently upward since the 
subject was introduced to the curriculum during the 2013-2014 academic year 
(Appendix D). A surprising enrollment decline for this academic year is likely due to the 
unexpected loss of two instructors.  We anticipate that once staffing to teach the ASL 
courses in all seven middle schools has been confirmed, enrollments in this language 
will again accelerate.  

Need: 

·       The demand for ASL courses has demonstrably increased in the last 10 years. 
Comparatively, ASL’s total enrollment numbers are currently exceeded only by Spanish 
and French (see Appendix D). If ASL is to be offered in every middle school, it is almost 
certain that enrollments will be even higher. 

Solution: 

·       We recommend that APS allocate .6 FTE ASL teachers for each of the seven 
middle school programs, the positions to be under the administration and supervision of 
the World Languages Office.   The ASL allocation would total 4.2 FTE and would ensure 
that ASL is an option for every student in grades 7 and 8.  
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Strategic Plan Alignment: This recommendation aligns with the following elements of 
APS’s 2018-2024 Strategic Plan: 

  

Core 
Values 

Excellence, Equity 

Goal Student Success 

Strategies Deliver curriculum through innovative and relevant instruction that is 
differentiated to meet the diverse needs of each student. (S-SS-2) 

Provide learning opportunities in a variety of settings, times, and formats 
that include opportunities for students to align knowledge, skills, and 
personal interests with career and higher educational opportunities 
including internships and externships. (S-SS-3) 

Committee vote: Two in favor, none opposed. 

Staff response: : Elisabeth Harrington, Supervisor 

The World Languages Office is in agreement with the WLAC’s recommendation to add 
.2 staffing to the World Languages Office’s current 8.0 teachers.  It will enable students 
to take Chinese from a face-to-face teacher.  In addition, it is actually a cost savings to 
APS.  Last year, because Virtual VA was no longer available in a format accessible to 
APS students, we investigated the cost to outsource instruction to an asynchronous 
online provider.  The cost was more than the average cost of a .2 teacher at the 
average APS rate. 
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Appendix A 

Committee Members 

  
Chair:    Kate Marden 
  
Members:      

¶ Adrianne McQuillan 
¶ Jason Doll, Wakefield student 

 
Additionally, former long-time WLAC member Dr. Rick Jackson continues to contribute 
to WLAC discussions as a member of the public. 
 
Staff Liaison:   
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2. 2023-24 MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ENROLLMENTS (cont’d) 

Grades 7-8 HBW TJ KN SW WBG 
GU
N 

HAM 
Tota

l 

American Sign 
Language 1 

4 49     0 39   92 

American Sign Lang 2 0 29     12 24   65 

Arabic I 0 15 21 11 0 13 13 73 

Arabic II 0 6 10 3 0 7 8 34 

Chinese I 0 22 10 6 11 7 16 
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American Sign Lang IV 1 3 17 17 0 0 0 38 

Arabic I 
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Latin II 4 1 0 8 11 0 0 24 

Course Title HBW 
W-
L 

WK YT Ctr Lrng Cont 
Tot
al 

Latin III 21 29 0 29 14 0 0 93 

Latin IV 7 26 0 14 7 1 0 55 

Latin V N 1 0 2 1 0 0 4 

Latin, AP 11 0 0 8 0 0 0 19 
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HS Spanish Immersion 1    
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APPENDIX D.  DIAGRAM OF THE HISTORY OF LANGUAGE COURSE ENROLLMENTS FROM 2013-2024 
 
Individual Language Enrollments 2013-
2024          

            

Year 
2013-

14 
2014

Year

2014


