
2023-2024 Mathematics Advisory Committee Recommendation 
 
TO:  Arlington School Board 
FROM:   Mathematics Advisory Committee 
DATE:   December 13, 2023 
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Math Interventionists to Help Our Struggling Elementary School  
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APPENDIX A 
Rationale 

 
A. Background Information for Understanding Need for Interventionists  
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2) Math Inventory Results: ES students scoring “Below Basic” (as well as many elementary students scoring 
“Basic”) on Math Inventory (MI)2 again fell short on a full year’s growth last school year. These results 
worsened their cumulative learning deficit, widening the achievement gap. As of the end of the prior 
school year, 1,058 students in Grades 2-5 were at a “Below Basic” level; all of them in need of Tier 33 
interventions. See Appendix D.  

 
C. How Interventionists Improve APS 

 

&



4 
 

D. Budgetary Implications of Request 
 

1) Cost of Request: Each interventionist is estimated to receive a salary and benefits in amount equal to 
$105,000. Thus, the estimated total cost of this budget request is $2,677,500.  
 

2) Expiration of ESSER Funds: Arlington previously received funding for 4.5 Mathematics Interventionists 
for ESs through SY2023-24 as part of the ESSER-III Grant. While welcome, this staffing has paled in 
comparison to the current need and expires at the end of this school year.  

 

 
ESSER ES 

Interventionists 
APS ES 

Interventionists 
Requested ES 

Interventionists 

2022-23  4.5  0 --- 

2023-24  7  0 --- 

2024-25    15 

 
 

3) Smaller Request than Prior Year: Last school year, MAC recommended 34 Mathematics Interventionists 
(differentiated levels were not included in last year’s request; however, approx. 29 of those positions 
would have been ES while approx. 5 were for the Middle School) to remediate learning loss and improve 
long-standing equity gaps.  
 
We stand by this request because evidence shows that these positions are still needed. In fact, principals 
are using funds from their respective budget to hire Math interventionists. Thus, we think this prior 
recommendation is applicable for the next school year as well. However, our directions are to provide a 
recommendation for the bare minimum number of interventionists. Considering how far behind 
academically so many ES 
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 
National NAEP Math Scores Showing COVID Learning Loss and  

Long-Standing Equity Gaps 
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APPENDIX E 
Academic Results of Grades 2-5 Students at APS Elementary Schools


